ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


A method and mechanism for generating a clock signal with a relatively linear 
increase or decrease in clock frequency. A first clock signal is generated with a first 
frequency which is then used to generate a second clock signal with a second frequency. 
The second frequency is generated by dropping selected pulses of the first clock signal. 
Particular patterns of bits are stored in a storage element. Bits are then selected and 
conveyed from the storage element at a frequency determined by the first clock signal. 
The conveyed bits are used to construct the second clock signal. By selecting the 
particular pattern of bits selected and conveyed, the frequency of the second clock signal 
may be determined. Further, by changing the patterns of bits within the registers at 
selected times, the frequency of the second clock signal may be made to change in a 
relatively linear manner. 
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